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BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Regulations Governing Issuance of 


Permits to Maintain 


FIRES IN THE OPEN 


EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 1944 


IN THE EVENT OF FIRE, SOUND ALARM 
FROM THE NEAREST FIRE ALARM 
BOX IMMEDIATELY 


FIRE PREVENTION Division 
Document No. 1 


REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ISSUANCE 


OF PERMITS TO MAINTAIN FIRES IN 
THE OPEN. 


Permits to maintain fires in the open air will be issued by the 
Fire Commissioner in accordance with the Regulations herein- 
after set forth, and upon the terms and conditions therein 
provided. 


The within Regulations are established pursuant to authority 
granted by Section 1 of Chapter 355 of the Acts of 1943: 


Section 1. No person shall set, maintain or increase 
a fire in the open air in the city of Boston without obtain- 
ing a permit from the fire commissioner as hereinafter pro- 
vided. Permits for the setting and maintaining of fires 
in the open air in said city may be issued by the fire 
commissioner of said city for such periods of time, not 
exceeding one year from the date thereof, and subject to 
such reasonable conditions as said fire commissioner may 
establish by regulation. Any such permit may be revoked 
at any time by said fire commissioner. Violation of this 
section shall be punished by a fine of not more than one 
hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one 
month, or both. 


The following classes of permits will be issued: 


1 
Il. 


III. 
IV. 
V. 


Permits for Household Fires in the Open. 


Permits for Contractors’ or Tradesmen’s Small Fires in 
the Open. 


Permits for Large Fires in the Open. 
Permits for Fires at Patriotic Celebrations. 


Incinerators. 
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Terms and Conditions Applicable to Every Permit. 


1. This permit shall be revocable at any time by the Fire 
Commissioner. 

2. Any fire set or maintained under authority of this permit 
shall be extinguished upon request by a member of the Fire 
Department. 

3. Acceptance of this permit shall constitute an agreement 
on the part of the person to whom it is issued to indemnify and 
save harmless the City of Boston from any damage it may 
sustain, or liability it may incur toward third persons, by 
reason of the issuance of this permit or any action taken there- 
under. 

4. No fire shall be maintained in such manner as to be a 
smoke nuisance. 

5. This permit is void in case of high wind. 

6. Violation of any applicable law or ordinance or of any 
condition contained therein shall render this permit void. 

7. Fires must be at all times under the personal supervision 
of the permit holder or other adult person acting under his 
direction, who shall remain at the location of the fire until the 
fire is thoroughly extinguished. All fires must be extinguished 
not later than sunset, except in case of Class IV permit, and 
except where express permission is given in permits of other 
classes. 


Additional Terms and Conditions Applicable to Class I, 
Class III and Class V Permits. 


1. No fire set or maintained under authority of this permit 
shall be within one hundred feet of another fire in the open, 
nor within thirty feet of any building or structure, nor within 
thirty feet of any combustible rubbish, wood, debris, trees, 
bushes or standing piles of leaves, branches, grass, ete. 

2. Permit holder must have premises equipped with garden 
or fire hose sufficient in length to reach the fire, and attached 
to faucet, with water in the hose ready for immediate use at 
all times, or watering pots filled with water must be available 
while fire is burning. 

3. This permit is void on June 17 and July 4, or days 
celebrated as such. 


CLASS I PERMITS. 


Permits for Household Fires in the Open. 
These permits are issued on separate forms. 


Permits of this class will authorize the setting and maintenance 
of small fires for the burning of leaves, grass and brush 
from gardens, farms or yards in open areas by the owner 
or tenant of such areas or by an authorized agent of the 
owner or tenant. 


No fee shall be required for permits of Class I. 


CLASS II PERMITS. 


Permits for Contractors’ or Tradesmen’s Small Fires 
in the Open. 


Permits of this class will authorize the setting and maintenance 
of miscellaneous small fires necessary in such activities as 
street paving work or repair of sewer or water services, or 
operation of devices using an open flame, the use of tar 
kettles, blow torches and other flame-making implements 
in the open air. 


Restricted Permits of Class II shall be confined to locations 
described in the permit, shall run for a period of one 
month or more, and may be issued to responsible adults 
only upon payment of a fee of $0.50 per month or fraction 
thereof. 


General Permits of Class II shall not be confined to a particular 
location, shall run for a period of not more than one year, 
and may be issued to responsible adults only upon pay- 
ment of a fee of $2 per month or $25 per year. 


No action may be taken by a holder of such general permit 
without prior written notification in advance of the par- 
ticular location of such proposed action. Separate notifi- 
cation shall be given in the case of each additional location 
where it is proposed to exercise the permit. Such notifica- 
tion shall be given in each case to the District Chief within 
whose district the particular location in each case may lie, 
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and District Chiefs shall keep a record of all such notifica- 
tions. Failure to give such notification in advance shall 
render the permit void. 

The substance of the preceding paragraph shall be printed on 
each general permit of Class IT. 


CLASS III PERMITS. 


Permits for Large Fires in the Open. 

Permits of this class will authorize the setting and maintenance 
of fires exceeding four square feet in area, but not more 
than one thousand cubic feet in volume, for the purpose of 
consuming large quantities of rubbish or debris on con- 
struction jobs and operations of like character. 


Class III Permits may be issued to responsible adults only, to be 
exercised on a location described in the permit. Such 
permit shall run for a period of one month, three months, 
or six months, according to the character of the location 
and the nature of the material burned. 


Class III Permits shall be issued upon payment of a fee of $2 
per month or fraction thereof. 


Class III Permits shall contain such additional terms and con- 
ditions as in the judgment of the District Chief are neces- 
sary for the public safety. 


CLASS IV PERMITS. 
Permits for Fires at Patriotic Celebrations. 

Class IV Permits may be issued to responsible adults for a 
period of one night only, to be exercised at a described 
location satisfactory to the District Chief in connection 
with a patriotic celebration. There shall be no fee for a 
Class IV Permit. 


Class IV Permits shall contain such additional terms and con-- 
ditions as in the judgment of the District Chief are neces- 
sary for the public safety. 


CLASS V PERMITS. 
Incinerators. 

Class V Permits may be issued to responsible adults to be 
exercised at a prescribed location for the purpose of 
consuming rubbish in an approved incinerator, upon 
payment of a fee of $2. 


WILLIAM ARTHUR REILLY, 
Fire Commissioner. 
SAMUEL J. PopE, 
Chief of Department. 


Epwarp N. MonTcomery, 
Deputy Chief, Fire Prevention Division. 


Approved as to form: 


FRANK J. Murray, 
Corporation Counsel. 


April 1, 1944. 


BOSTON FIRE PREVENTION RULES 
AND REGULATIONS. 


Fires in the Open. 
Hazardous Occupancies in Buildings of Habitation. 
Theatres, Public Halls and Special Halls. 
Outdoor Parking Spaces. 
eto Rules Pertaining to Special Hazards (e. g., Cilkloid, 
Celluloid Shoe Forms, Flameproofing, Use of Decorations, etc.). 


Hees see 


MAssacHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
REGULATIONS AND DOCUMENTS. 
Chapter 148, General Laws, as amended to 1943: 

Form A. Erection, Alteration, Inspection and Use of Build- 
ings. 

Form B1. Inspection of Buildings subject to the Provisions of 
Chapter 143, G. L., as amended. 

Form F. Fuel Oil. 

Form G. Transportation of Inflammable Fluids. 

Form I. Construction, Use and Maintenance of Tanks and 
Containers. 

Form O. Keeping, Sale, Handling and Transportation of 
Gasoline and Fuel Oil (and Disposition in Harbor 
or Other Waters). 

Form Q. Fireworks. 

Form 8. Inflammable Fluids. (Keeping, Storage, Manufac- 
ture or Sale.) 

Form W. Garages. 

Form X. Remedying Fire Hazards in Buildings, Ships and 
Other Premises. 

Form Y.' Explosives. 

Form Z. Dry Cleaning. 
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